The President’s National Security Telecommunications Advisory Committee

Purpose: The National Security Telecommunications Advisory Committee (NSTAC) provides industry-based analyses
and recommendations to the President regarding policy affecting national security and emergency preparedness
(NS/EP) telecommunications.

Background: The President created the NSTAC by Executive Order (E.O.) 12382 in September 1982 to advise him on
matters regarding NS/EP telecommunications. Four issues provided impetus for the establishment of the NSTAC: (1)
divestiture of AT&T, (2) increased Government reliance on commercial communications, (3) potential impact of new
technologies on NS/EP telecommunications, and (4) growing importance of command, control, and communications to
military and disaster response modernization. The NSTAC is composed of up to 30 Presidentially appointed industry
leaders (usually chief executive officers). In its advisory role to the President, the NSTAC provides industry-based
analyses and recommendations on a wide range of policy and technical issues related to telecommunications,
information assurance (IA), infrastructure protection, and other NS/EP concerns. Having first met in 1982, the NSTAC
meets approximately every 9 months to report on its activities and provide recommendations to the President.
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